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F i a t  J u s t i t i a ,  R u a t  C o e l u m
By ED  Mo
rlEy
Campus N
ews Editor
  Student A
ctivities Council 
(SAC) has an-
nounced that Ne
on Trees and Ow
l City will co-
headline this year
’s spring concert 
on April 14 in 
the Cintas Center
.
 More than
 1,600 students v
oted in SAC’s 
poll of  the eight o
ptions to perform
 in the spring 
concert, which in
cluded artists suc
h as Florence 
and the Machine 
and Frank Ocean
.
 Neon Tree
s and Owl City, w
ho were com-
bined as one opt
ion, won the vote
 of  the Xavier 
student body and
 raked in 30 perce
nt of  the votes. 
This compares w
ith the 10 percen
t and 9 percent 
of  student votes 
that the second a
nd third placed 
artists won, respe
ctively. 
 “S.A.C. is 
really excited and
 proud to say 
that we are prov
iding the two act
s that the ma-
jority of  our fello
w students voted
 for earlier in 
See CAMPUS NEWS| Page 4
Never fear - Police Notes are back and ready to 
make you laugh. Ed Morley has the scoop on this 
week’s events. 
SAC ANNOU
NCES 
SPRING CON
CERT
Top: Neon Trees me
mbers Branden 
Campbell, Elaine Bra
dley, Tyler Gleen 
and Chris Allen.
Left: Owl City’s Ada
m Young
Photos Courtesy of Dustin Lewis
the year. We are excited to provide a show that is going to be 
really exciting with not just one, but two amazing acts,” Chair 
of  SAC’s concert committee Morgan Zuziak said. “I am so 
excited that we were able to get Xavier’s first choice of  acts 
and that we are providing a show that will be very different 
from the past two years.”  SAC adapted the poll for this year’s concert to give 
students an array of  artists who were affordable and realistic 
and received an overwhelming response from Xavier’s stu-
dent body. “We changed the voting system because we wanted our 
fellow students to be able to actual choose the act that was 
going to come to Xavier rather than a broad genre,” Zuziak 
said. “Therefore we created a better survey method to get 
more accurate results, which lead us to book Neon Trees and 
Owl City.”
 SAC plans to hold a ticket kick-off  next Wednesday, 
Jan. 23 and tickets will also be available the following day via 
the Cintas Center ticket office and goxavier.com.
 Tickets prices start at $20 for students and $35 for 
non-students in the lower bowl. The floor seats, priced at $25 
each, have been reserved exclusively for Xavier students. 
 For ticket updates, details and instructions go to Xavier.
edu/sac and check Facebook for invitations from SAC.
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Second annual spring 
involvement fair hosted in 
Gallagher Student Center 
CORRECTIONS
The Newswire strives 
to keep the integrity and 
honor of all in the articles 
we publish.  
In an effort to better the 
paper, please tell us if you 
fi nd corrections that need 
to be made.  
We appreciate your help 
in making the Newswire a 
better newspaper.
E-mail us at newswire@
xavier.edu or call us at 
513-745-3607.
-Paid Advertisement- 
Xavier and UC students partner 
for the Crosstown Helpout 2013 
Jenny Mendoza, News Editor
Phone: 773-415-6448
Newswire-News@xavier.edu
2
EDUCATION OF DESIRE:
THE GIFTS OF IGNATIAN SPIRITUALITY
Celebrating the Year of Faith
This lecture series is part of 
Pope Benedict XVI’s 
Year of Faith initiative.
How can issues like world hunger and climate change be  
understood through a Christian context? This presentation  
explores Catholic understandings of conscience and their relevance  
to current crises and policies.
THURSDAY, JAN. 17
Conaton Board Room, 4:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.
SPEAKER: JOHN SNIEGOCKI
John Sniegocki is an associate professor of Christian Ethics and director of the Peace Studies minor at
Xavier University. He authored Catholic Social Teaching and Economic Globalization: The Quest for Alternatives.
PANELISTS: ARTHUR DEWEY, KAREN ENRIQUEZ, KRISTINE SUMA-KORO
CONSCIENCE AND  
FREEDOM IN A TIME  
OF PLANETARY CRISIS 
BY REBECCA BAYENS
Staff  Writer BY ANDREW KOCH
Staff  Writer
On Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day, Jan. 21, students from Xavier 
University and University of  
Cincinnati will partner to help the 
Cincinnati community as a part of  
the Crosstown Helpout event. 
Xavier senior Emily 
McLaughlin, the Xavier event 
coordinator for the Crosstown 
Helpout, and the Community 
Affairs Committee within the 
Student Government Association, 
of  Community Affairs Committee 
stated in a recent email that “the 
purpose of  this event is to get stu-
dents engaged in the Cincinnati 
community and give back to the 
city.”
McLaughlin emphasized the 
importance of  the involvement 
of  both schools “because it shows 
that no matter which school you 
attend, we are all part of  the stu-
dent population in Cincinnati.” 
She believes that students at both 
schools “share similar values of  
community engagement and ser-
vice and this is one way to give 
back.” 
Cincinnati groups that will ben-
efi t from this service are Matthew 
25: Ministries, Churches Active in 
Northside, Gabriel’s Place and the 
Boys and Girls Club of  Cincinnati. 
The event begins at 8:30 a.m. and 
ends at 3 p.m. Buses will be pro-
vided; students will be picked 
up and dropped off  at Stratford 
Heights Pavilion on UC’s campus.
McLaughlin said she became 
involved in this event because 
she “thought it was a wonder-
ful chance for the two schools to 
work together and (it) offered a 
fun alternative service opportu-
nity for students.” 
 The capacity for the event is 
100 volunteers, so McLaughlin 
encourages interested students 
to sign up online via the event’s 
Facebook page, 2013 Crosstown 
Helpout. 
Students looking to be more 
active on campus this semester 
were given the opportunity to 
survey a number of  Xavier’s stu-
dent activity groups at the Spring 
Involvement Fair.
The Offi ce of  
Student Involvement 
hosted the sec-
ond annual Spring 
Involvement Fair on 
Tuesday in Gallagher 
Student Center, 
where representa-
tives from over 45 
student clubs and 
organizations were 
present to meet with interested 
students about their group’s mis-
sion and upcoming activities.
Similar to  the annual Club Day 
on the Yard in the fall, the Spring 
Involvement Fair is an opportu-
nity both for Xavier students to 
connect with groups on campus 
and for student organizations to 
advertise their events for the up-
coming semester.  
One of  the organizations pres-
ent at the fair was the Center for 
Faith and Justice (CFJ), who was 
hoping to attract both new and 
old students to their activities this 
semester.  
“The fair is full of  possibil-
ity as it gives us a chance to con-
nect with students we do not yet 
know,” Rev. Abby King-Kaiser, 
Assistant Director for Ecumenical 
and Multifaith Ministry in the CFJ, 
said.  
The CFJ has a number of  events 
for students in 
the coming se-
mester, includ-
ing the Approach 
and Encounter 
retreats, the 
Cincinnati-based 
service program 
Students Taking 
Active Roles 
(S.T.A.R.) and the 
spring edition of  
Community Action Day.  
As many of  these events are 
still open to students, King-Kaiser 
encourages students interested in 
the CFJ’s programs to seek them 
out at the CFJ’s website.
“Our center thrives on the en-
ergy, wisdom, curiosity, passion 
and creativity that the students 
bring to our programs,” King- 
Kaiser said.  “We are always hop-
ing to make strangers friends, so 
that we can deepen our impact on 
campus.” 
Photo courtesy of Emily McLaughlin
“The fair is full of 
possibility as it gives 
us a chance to con-
nect with students we 
do not yet know.”
–Reverend Abby King-
Kaiser, Assisant Director 
for Ecumencial and 
Multifaith Ministry
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Summary on SGA
...we just 
want to 
remind 
everyone to 
continue to 
care for each 
other during 
this influenza 
outbreak,”
Dr. Miller,
McGrath Health 
and Wellness 
Center Physician
“
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- Paid Advertisement -
Influenza has hospitalized 
1,200 people in Ohio already this 
year.
This figure is almost 14 times 
higher than the total number of  
people hospitalized in 2012.
Despite the number of  hos-
pitalizations this early in the 
year, the current flu shot cov-
ers the circulating strain of  flu- 
Influenza A H3N2.
Xavier’s McGrath Health and 
We l lne s s 
Center is 
still offer-
ing the flu 
vaccine to 
p r e v e n t 
this strain 
of  the vi-
rus.  
 Students 
can also 
r e c e i v e 
the shot 
from their 
doctor or 
at a local 
pharmacy.
Symptoms of  the flu and the 
common cold include soreness 
of  the throat, coughing and a 
stuffy or runny nose, but symp-
toms are intensified in cases of  
the flu.
The flu can also cause the sud-
den onset of  a high fever (usually 
above 100 degrees Fahrenheit), 
body aches and fatigue. 
“If  you feel like you’ve been 
hit by a truck, you’ve probably 
got the flu,” Dr. Kim L. Miller 
said in an email correspondence.
Miller, a staff  physician with 
Xavier’s Wellness Services, is en-
couraging students to be proac-
tive and get the flu shot. If  a stu-
dent already has the flu, Miller 
advises that he/she stays out of  
class and group activities until 
they are fever-free for at least 24 
hours.
 “Students should check on 
anyone they know to be sick, see 
if  they need any help with get-
ting food, schoolwork or trans-
portation,” Miller said. “I know 
that Xavier students look out 
for each other; we just want to 
remind everyone to continue to 
care for each other during this 
influenza outbreak.”
 
XU Health Center offers 
flu shot to battle epidemic
BY CRIS FREESE
Staff Writer
Xavier University is continu-
ing the annual process of  revis-
ing its student handbook. 
Director of  Student Integrity 
Jean Griffin has overseen the re-
visions since starting her tenure 
at Xavier in October.  
The majority of  the changes 
to the handbook are related to 
new formatting – Xavier did not 
feel the need to change much 
regarding the policies in the 
handbook.
They did deem it necessary, 
though, to provide additional 
clarity to the document. 
The largest formatting 
change involves the conversion 
of  the handbook into a three-
part document. 
The first part will discuss 
general policies, the second will 
outline specific behaviors that 
are prohibited and the third will 
provide details on the handling 
of  violations.
“The handbook addresses the 
rights and responsibilities of  our 
student body so it is critical that 
it is user friendly, makes sense 
and is a useful tool for students,” 
Griffin said.  “The handbook 
should be able to spell out how 
difficult situations are handled 
specifically in regards to report-
ing standards and how violations 
are treated.”  
The handbook revisions have 
been reviewed by several student 
leaders and are currently in the 
feedback process.  
Two open forums have al-
ready been held to answer ques-
tions and receive feedback on 
the revisions.  A third open fo-
rum is scheduled from 4:30 p.m. 
to 5:30 p.m.   next Wed., Jan. 23 
in the 4th Floor “D” Lounge in 
Fenwick Place.  
There is also a link to the draft 
of  the handbook on Xavier’s 
portal and Griffin welcomes 
email feedback.  
There is no definite release 
date for the completed hand-
book and the revisions are 
slightly behind schedule due to 
Griffin’s late hiring date.  
However, Griffin is already 
looking at opportunities to cre-
ate a significantly improved on-
line version of  the handbook in 
the near future as opposed to 
the current pdf  document that 
is available for students.     
  
Newswire photo courtesy of Xavier.edu
Xavier University is in the annual process of revising its student handbook.
Student Handbook under revision
BY DAVID MAXWELL
Staff Writer
Director of  Student Integrity oversees process for first time at XU
Ed Morley, Campus News Editor
Phone: (513) 745-3607
Newswire-News@xavier.edu
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Flyco Management Off-Campus Housing 
Now Leasing for 2013-2014 
1604 Potter Place 
• 3 Bedrooms 
•Newly Renovated 
•Flat Screen TV 
• Great Deck 
• Washer/Dryer 
  
2 Bedroom Apartments available at         
1750 Cleneay and 1760 Cleneay 
Great location next to McGrath Health Center 
• Great Location •Safe Properties 
•Quick walk to campus •Off-street parking 
•On XU Shuttle Route 
•Flat screen TV’s available with apartments 
1617 Potter Place 
• 3-4 Bedrooms 
•Newly Renovated 
•Flat Screen TV 
• Alarm System 
• Great back yard 
• Gourmet Kitchen 
Police
Notes
Note of the
Week
Dec. 10, 5:47 p.m. – Xavier 
Police assisted Cincinnati Po-
lice and Cincinnati Fire De-
partment with an auto accident 
at Montgomery and Dana Av-
enues where a pedestrian was 
struck.
Dec. 13, 5:22 p.m. – A 
non-student loitering inside of  
O’Connor Sports Center mak-
ing inappropriate comments to 
the student staff  was warned 
and sent on his/her way. 
Dec. 14, 10:12 a.m. – A 
non-student living on the 1000 
block of  Dana Avenue report-
ed suspicious activity in the 
parking lot around his/her res-
idence. Cincinnati Police were 
notified and two suspects were 
arrested for drug dealing in the 
vicinity.
Dec. 17, 8:39 a.m. – A 
Physical Plant employee re-
ported that someone forced 
open a front door to a Xavier 
owned property in the 1500 
block of  Dana Avenue and 
caused damage to a sink.
Dec. 17, 5:47 p.m. – A 
non-student allegedly swing-
ing a stick at people on Muske-
teer Drive near the Commons 
Apartments was warned and 
sent on his/her way.
Dec. 22, 10:32 p.m. – Xavi-
er Police and Cincinnati Police 
investigated a report of  a ve-
hicle striking a tree outside of  
the Jesuit Residence on Victory 
Parkway. The occupants were 
seen walking away from the 
scene and were apprehended 
and released to Cincinnati Po-
lice.
Jan. 1, 3:43 a.m. – Xavier 
Police investigated a group of  
non-students fighting with a 
knife on the driveway by the 
entrance to the Village Apart-
ments. Upon arrival, all of  the 
suspects fled the scene in two 
vehicles. Cincinnati Police were 
notified.
Jan. 11, 10:36 a.m. – Xavier 
Police assisted Residence Life 
with a room search. Numerous 
items were confiscated includ-
ing an empty bullet casing, a 
live lizard in an aquarium and 
two beer bongs.
Jan. 11, 10:56 p.m. – Xavier 
Police assisted Residence Life 
with a room search. A small 
amount of  marijuana was con-
fiscated.
Jan. 11/ Jan. 12 – Over the 
course of  the night, Xavier Po-
lice received   two separate re-
ports of  underage intoxicated 
students in the Residence Halls 
over the course of  the night. 
Both students were checked 
and advised to remain in their 
room for the rest of  the night.
Jan. 11, 11:50 p.m. – Xavier 
Police assisted Norwood Po-
lice investigate a loud party 
in the 1900 block of  Waverly 
Avenue. Six students were ar-
rested for disorderly house 
and/or underage consumption 
of  alcohol.
Jan. 13, 2:15 a.m. – Xavier 
Police investigated a report of  
four students fighting outside 
Cintas Center. The students 
who were only seen to be ar-
guing were warned and sent on 
their way.
Jan. 13, 1:02 a.m. – Xavier 
Police assisted Norwood Police 
investigate a loud party on the 
3900 block of  Lindley Avenue. 
Three students were arrested 
for disorderly house.
Jan. 13, 2:34 a.m. – Xavier 
Police assisted Norwood Police 
in investigating the report of  
an intoxicated student passed 
Not-so-Fun Factory...
Dec. 28, 10:56 p.m. 
– Xavier Police assist-
ed Norwood Police and 
Cincinnati Police respond to 
a report of  a large fight in-
volving as many as 1,000 ju-
veniles and shots fired at the 
Fun Factory in Norwood.
out on a porch swing on the 
3800 block of  Hazel Avenue. 
The student was arrested for 
public intoxication.
Jan 13. 3:07 a.m. – Xavier 
Police assisted Norwood Po-
lice investigate a loud party on 
the 3800 block of  Regent Av-
enue. Three students were ar-
rested for disorderly house.
6 SportsJanuary 16, 2013
 Coach Mack’s 
Tweet of the 
week
Head men’s basketball coach 
Chris Mack is considered one 
of the funniest tweeters in 
college basketball. 
@NewswireSports 
picked their favorite for the 
week. 
@CoachChrisMack: Rough 
part of town when the pay at 
the pump asks you for your 
zip code and won’t print out 
a receipt after.... #hardtimes
Be sure to check out 
@xaviernewswire 
and  
@NewswireSports 
for all your latest 
Xavier    news!
Xavier NewSwire
Sports Opinion: The Catholic Seven
By Kyle Isaacs
Asst. Sports Editor
By saBrIna Brown
Sports Editor
Xavier shows support for victims of Sandy Hook
Newswire file photos
The college sports landscape 
has been anything but stable the 
past few years with the continuous 
realignments of  the various con-
ferences across the country. 
Fortunately for Xavier, there 
were never any serious rumors 
regarding a conference change, 
so the Musketeers have been able 
to avoid talks for the time being. 
However, with the recent depar-
ture of  the “Catholic 7” from the 
Big East Conference, the confer-
ence logos on the Xavier jerseys 
and the Cintas Center court might 
soon be changing. 
For those who are unaware, the 
“Catholic 7” are the seven schools 
that have decided to split from 
the Big East and form their own 
conference. 
Xavier is similar to each of  
these schools in many ways (reli-
gion aside), specifically in the fact 
that none of  these schools feature 
a big-time football program. As a 
result, these seven schools, primar-
ily from the East coast, desired to 
form a conference that would not 
be broken up by football programs 
seeking large television deals. 
Until this point, the Atlantic 10 
has only lost one member (Temple 
next season) while picking up 
two quality basketball programs 
in Butler University and Virginia 
Commonwealth University. 
Due to the wealth of  private 
Catholic schools in the A-10, 
this new conference is turning to 
the A-10 for some members to 
join the “Catholic 7.” Including 
Xavier, the rumored schools to 
join have been Butler (though they 
are not religious and their clock is 
still malfunctioning), Saint Louis 
University, Dayton University and 
VCU (also not Catholic). 
While no conference has been 
officially formed yet, the newly 
minted “Basketball Seven” met 
with Fox Sports to begin nego-
tiations towards a television deal. 
According to the Sports Illustrated 
report, Fox is hoping to “use the 
league’s basketball content as a 
building block of  its new sports 
network.” 
No timetable has been set to 
determine when this new league 
will commence operations, but 
some reports have not yet ruled 
out the 2013-2014 season. 
In my opinion, the move to this 
conference for Xavier would be a 
good one. Not only will Xavier 
Kyle Isaacs gives his take on the Xavier Musketeers’ potential conference move
Xavier would not be a name 
you knew if  you’d watched the 
men’s basketball game against 
Wofford. 
On Saturday, Dec. 22, the 
Musketeers’ jerseys bore a very 
different name, Sandy Hook, and 
color, green. 
Following the tragedy that 
claimed the lives of  26 individu-
als at Sandy Hook Elementary 
School, the men’s basketball play-
ers approached their coaches and 
staff  hoping there was something, 
anything they could do.
And there was. 
The team auctioned off  their 
shorts and jerseys from the game, 
26 items total, to raise a grand to-
tal of  $10,250 for the Sandy Hook 
School Support Fund, facilitated 
by the United Way. 
The donation went to this 
organization at the request of  
the Sandy Hook School Board, 
and all the money raised will be 
put towards the community of  
Newtown, Conn.
Donations came from 13 dif-
ferent states, spanning from coast 
to coast, uniting Xavier nation in a 
way it has seldom been before.
On the court that day, the 
thirteen members of  the Xavier 
men’s basketball team were more 
than athletes. They were brothers, 
uncles, cousins and friends who 
could see that this tragedy was so 
much bigger than them.
“Our student athletes felt com-
pelled to give back. They wanted 
to do something for those people 
who had been hurt so badly,” 
Assistant AD for Marketing Brian 
Hicks said.
While all of  the items brought 
in a considerable amount of  bids, 
the jerseys of  Justin Martin, Brad 
Redford and Semaj Christon saw 
some of  the highest bids. 
“One of  our team themes 
this year is magis, meaning ‘more.’ 
These guys are doing more, us-
ing who we are to help some-
body else,” Director of  Basketball 
Administration Mario Mercurio 
said.
Senior guard Brad Redford’s 
jersey alone brought in just over 
$2,000, raised by his hometown, 
Frankenmuth, Mich. Some of  the 
members of  the Frankenmuth 
community made the trek down 
to Cincinnati on Saturday to see 
Redford’s career game against 
George Washington.
In that same game, senior for-
ward Travis Taylor opted to wear 
shoes donning the Sandy Hook 
Elementary colors as opposed to 
the traditional Xavier blue.
“I think that anytime you can 
use your platform to help some-
one else, you have to do it. For us 
at Xavier, being a Jesuit school, 
our students are men and women 
for others. I think this is a great 
example of  that,” Mercurio said.
The 26 auctioned items, equiv-
alent to those innocent lives lost, 
stand for much more than a kind 
gesture. 
They stand as a reminder to do 
more, in every way possible.
Photo courtesy of Xavier Sports Information
Semaj Christon
Photo courtesy of Xavier Sports Information
Brad Redford
The “Catholic Seven”
Marquette
Villanova
Georgetown
Seton Hall
St. John’s
DePaul
Providence
compete with some high-quality 
teams night in and night out dur-
ing the conference season (sorry 
Fordham), but they would also be 
joining a league that will not dis-
solve as a result of  football. 
Though the A-10 has been cru-
cial to Xavier’s growth in recent 
memory, sometimes change is for 
the better. 
If  that is not enough for some 
Musketeer fans, just note that this 
newfound conference might be 
playing its annual tournament in 
Madison Square Garden in New 
York City. 
While it might be a few years 
down the line, that sounds like 
an excellent cherry on top of  the 
“Catholic 7” cake. 
Photo courtesy of Bleacher Report
Madison Square Garden
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Atlantic 10 opens conference men’s basketball season
Xavier women’s basketball falls to 
Dukes in heartbreaking 56-54 loss
Conchuratt, Rife lead 
Xavier swimming 
By Tim Wilmes
Staff  Writer
Dee Davis Jeff Robinson
The Xavier women’s basketball 
team suffered a heartbreaking 56-
54 loss to Duquesne on Sunday 
afternoon, despite rallying to 
come back from a 34-19 deficit at 
the end of  the first half.
Though the Musketeers out-
rebounded the Dukes, they strug-
gled at the foul line, shooting 54.2 
percent.
The team held a 5-3 lead with 
16:59 left in the first half  but gave 
Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita 
Freshman Briana Glover saw 35 
minutes of play on Sunday.
up the lead shortly after and trailed 
the rest of  the game.
The Musketeers were down by 
20 points with 17:26 left to play 
when senior forward Amber Gray 
led them on an impressive run to 
bring the team within two points 
with less than a minute remaining. 
Gray led the team in scoring 
with 15 points and also posted 
nine boards.  
She played 35 minutes of  the 
game, missing the end of  the first 
half  with a possible injury that re-
quired attention from the athletic 
trainers.  She set a new season 
high for minutes played.
The other Musketeer in double 
digit scoring was freshman guard 
Aliyah Zantt, who tied her career 
high with 12 points.  
Zantt tied her career high in 
rebounds as well, grabbing six 
boards.
Junior guard Ty O’Neill had a 
career high eight rebounds.
Fueling the comeback in the 
second half  was strong defense 
that limited the Dukes to only 
eight points in the last 10 minutes 
of  the game.
Unfortunately for Xavier, it 
missed a desperation shot as the 
clock ran down that would have 
sent the game into overtime.
One problem the team 
faced throughout the game was 
turnovers.  
The team gave up 22 points off  
turnovers and had 15 turnovers in 
the first half  alone.
The close loss came against a 
Duquesne team that is now 12-3 
on the season and is second in the 
Atlantic 10.  After closing out the 
game with a strong run against 
one of  the conference favorites, 
the Musketeers have some mo-
mentum heading into the rest of  
A-10 play.  
Next up for Xavier is a series 
of  road games in which they will 
face 9-7 Butler in Indianapolis and 
11-4 Charlotte in Charlotte before 
finally returning to Cintas Center.
Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita 
Senior forward Amber Gray had 15 
points for the Musketeers.
The beginning of  the confer-
ence schedule is almost the equiv-
alent of  a new year in college bas-
ketball, and the Xavier Musketeers 
are attempting to turn over a new 
leaf. 
After losing five games out 
of  six, the men’s basketball team 
opened up conference play with 
two convincing wins. In their first 
Atlantic 10 game of  the season, 
the Musketeers battled to put 
away the formerly ranked Temple 
Owls, winning at home 57-52. 
Soon after, Cintas Center erupted 
as senior Brad Redford went 7-8 
from the three point line, leading 
the Muskies to an impressive 71-
56 win over George Washington.
Whether Xavier can keep this 
winning resolution intact through 
conference play remains to be 
seen. In the meantime, here are 
some helpful notes about the 
A-10 that are worth paying atten-
tion to:
First impressions
A 2-0 conference record could 
prove to be more important than 
you might think. The Musketeers 
are one of  four teams with an un-
beaten record in the A-10. OK, so 
we’re two games into conference 
play, that’s worthy of  some praise 
— but other three teams in this 
category are No. 13 Butler, No. 
22 Virginia Commonwealth and 
a Charlotte team that could be a 
dark horse in the A-10 this year. 
More on that in a moment.
In the power conference of  
mid-majors, there’s a lot to be said 
for keeping pace with the best. 
Who knows: Saint Louis and 
Temple, two teams projected to 
finish in the top four in the A-10, 
have both lost significant games 
and are now 1-1. 
Xavier has already beaten the 
Owls and plays their only game 
against the Billikens at home, 
which could push the odds in the 
Musketeers’ favor for finishing 
above both teams.
don’t Count ‘em Out
There are some teams to keep 
an eye on in the A-10 this year — 
Charlotte, La Salle and Dayton — 
that you might normally scoff  at. 
Charlotte (14-2, 2-0) is 31st and 
93rd in the nation in rebounds per 
game and field goal percentage, 
respectively. 
La Salle (11-4, 1-1) has had 
good victories against Richmond, 
Penn State and Villanova while 
boasting a 7-1 record at home. 
Luckily, the Explorers are 4-3 on 
This past weekend the Xavier 
men’s and women’s swim teams 
competed against IUPUI and then 
traveled to race Cleveland State 
and Oakland University.  
In the IUPUI meet, senior 
Sam Conchuratt placed first in the 
Men’s 200-yard Butterfly with a 
time of  1:55.19 and in the men’s 
100-yard Butterfly with a time of  
50.72. 
Conchuratt, seniors Pablo 
Morejon and David Maxwell and 
freshman Luke Johanns were able 
to post a time of  1:24.28 in the 
Men’s 200-yard Freestyle Relay 
placing them first in the event. 
Junior Chad Thompson 
placed first in the Men’s 200-yard 
Backstroke and in the Men’s 400-
yard Individual Medley with times 
of  1:54.28 and 29.59.
Freshman Mackenna Rife was 
able to lead the women’s team 
with a first place finish in women’s 
1000-yard Freestyle and a second 
place finish in the Women’s 500-
yard Freestyle.
During the Cleveland State 
and Oakland meet, sophomore 
Carolyn Stewart was the catalyst 
for the women’s team when she 
was able to place fourth in the 
200-yard Backstroke with a time 
of  2:10.68 and place fifth in the 
200-yard Individual Medley with a 
time of  2:16.84.
Freshman Molly Kroeger swam 
the 500-yard Free in 5:15.60 allow-
ing her to come in fourth place.
The women’s relay team had a 
great third place finish in the 400-
yard Freestyle Relay posting a time 
of  3:38.38. 
Seniors Anne Frigo, Randi 
Windemuller and Courtney 
Sheilds, with the addition of  fresh-
man Claire Brolsma, were all part 
of  this relay team. 
For the men, Conchuratt came 
up big again. 
The senior had a fourth place 
finish in the 200-yard Individual 
Medley but took first place in the 
200-yard Individual Medley with a 
time of  1:53.89. 
Senior Rick Stewart almost 
won the 200-yard Breaststroke 
but placed second with a time of  
2:08.46. 
The men’s 400-yard Free Relay 
team of  Maxwell, Thompson, 
Johanns and Conchuratt had a 
third-place showing and posted a 
time of  3:06.25 in the event. 
Sophomore Kiernan 
McGeehan placed fourth in the 
1000-yard Free with a time of  
9:54.77. 
Freshman Knox Hitt and 
Thompson added fourth-place 
finishes in the Men’s 200-yard 
Butterfly and Men’s 200-yard 
Backstroke. 
The team will have to wait until 
Jan. 27 for their next meet where 
they will be heading to the Butler 
Invitational up in Indianapolis. 
Sophomore point guard Dee Davis injured his wrist during Xavier’s Atalantic 
10 opener, and it is still uncertain as to when he will return.
Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita
the road, and they’ll be travelling 
to Cintas Center for a bout with 
the Muskies. 
Dayton (10-6, 0-2) hasn’t won 
a conference game, but to be fair, 
they lost at No. 22 VCU (72-64) 
and against No. 13 Butler (79-73). 
You don’t have to acknowledge 
them. Just don’t look past them 
either.
Finishing strong
The last five games of  the sea-
son are all important matchups 
and could decide Xavier’s position 
in the A-10 standings. The good 
news? The Musketeers will play 
VCU, Massachusetts and SLU at 
home in their only meetings of  
the season, potentially making 
these games essential to win. 
Indeed, if  the Muskies play 
their cards right, they could be 
battling Butler in Indianapolis on 
the last game of  the season for the 
rights to a top four finish in the 
A-10.
Xavier looks to add to its win 
total at 8:00 pm tonight at St. 
Bonaventure.
Xavier freshman guard Semaj Christon was honored at the Atlantic 10 
Rookie of the Week for the third time in the 2012-13 season.
Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita
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Two weeks ago in Los Angeles, 
a paparazzi photographer named 
Chris Guerra was killed for trying 
to take a picture of  
Justin Bieber. 
He had relentless-
ly followed Bieber’s 
white Ferrari on 
the road until it was 
pulled over by the 
police on Interstate 
405. 
Guerra then got 
out of  his car to snap 
a few photos, but the 
police told him to 
return to his car. As 
he tried to cross the 
street, he was hit by 
an oncoming vehicle 
and later died from 
his injuries. 
This story has 
been covered quite 
a bit on the news 
recently, as if  there’s some sort 
a truth to be found from this 
incident. 
Well, here’s my answer: there 
isn’t one. Any loss of  life is horri-
ble and tragic, but there’s nothing 
to be learned from this instance 
other than to make sure to look 
both ways before crossing the 
street. Should Guerra have been 
following Bieber? 
The answer is no, but unfor-
tunately, that’s what the paparazzi 
does. It’s nothing 
new and it’s prob-
ably never going 
to go away, espe-
cially in the age 
of  technology 
and the Internet.
Bieber has sent 
his condolences 
to Guerra’s family 
through a state-
ment, also saying 
that “Hopefully 
this tragedy will 
fi nally inspire 
meaningful leg-
islation…to pro-
tect the lives and 
safety of  celeb-
rities…and the 
photog raphers 
themselves.”
On one hand, I can defi nitely 
sympathize with Bieber’s senti-
ment. It would be nice to see 
some law or legislation passed 
that would draw back a bit on the 
invasive nature of  the press; no-
body deserves to be constantly 
documented.
On the other hand, Bieber’s 
sentiment seems a little naïve. The 
real solution to this problem is to 
not play the whole “fame game” 
in the fi rst place, which Bieber is 
more than guilty of. 
While I do wish the paparazzi 
would leave celebrities like Bieber 
alone, you know what? That’s 
what he signed up for. When you 
appear in big-budget blockbusters 
go on worldwide concert tours, 
people are going to notice. You’ll 
be scrutinized by the media and 
hunted down by photographers. 
That’s the price you pay when you 
expose yourself  on a grand scale, 
especially in the way that many 
teen stars do.
If  that’s not what Bieber wants, 
then what he really needs to do is 
keep a lower profi le and cut back 
on the extravagance. 
He’s a part of  this, too; the me-
dia didn’t just randomly pick him 
out of  nowhere. He can tone it 
down and live a quieter life, rather 
than make all the noise with the 
concert tours, expensive posses-
sions and now the new allegations 
of  him being a pot smoker. But 
that’s not likely to happen. Why 
would a star of  his stature give up 
a luxurious, wealthy lifestyle for a 
normal, mundane life?
It’d also be tricky to make a 
new law or legislation to protect 
celebrities from the press since 
technically that would be a First 
Amendment violation. What is 
Death of a Bieber photographer 
raises a number of  questions 
the First Amendment? Freedom 
of  the press.
 The press does have a right to 
uncover news stories for the pub-
lic. They should do so responsibly, 
but unfortunately that part is not 
in the Constitution. 
The only excep-
tion could be if  
the press was the 
cause of  a star’s 
injury or death, 
like in the case of  
Princess Diana.
While it’s good 
to be an artist, one 
should step aside if  
they don’t want an 
attention overload. 
Once you plant 
your face in the 
subconscious of  
millions, you’re going to stay there. 
Now, that we’ve been exposed to 
a world where we can constantly 
know what famous people are do-
ing and where they are at all times, 
can we ever really go back? As 
long as it makes money, it will stay 
on the page. 
The only other thing to do 
in this particular case is to pray 
for Guerra and his family. No 
life is worth the promise of  a 
photograph.
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In case you did not know, 
graduating seniors have to pay 
$50 to participate in graduation 
festivities. 
Before you fi rst-years, soph-
omores and juniors stop read-
ing, if  you plan ever graduating 
and leaving our lovely school, 
pay attention.
 Ladies and gentlemen, for 
all the roughly $165,000 (per 
person) that it costs to attend 
Xavier full-time for four years, 
students that wish to hear their 
name called, walk across a 
makeshift stage and hear your 
family clap for approximately 
six seconds have to drop an-
other $50, just because. 
Now, the cap and gown, of  
course, are extra. That is a little 
more understandable. Jostens 
enjoys taking money from 
graduating seniors (in both high 
school and college) any way 
they possibly can. 
Graduation is apparently a big 
deal to families, so they are more 
willing to pay an arm and a leg just 
for fun. 
This is not about them, 
however.
Graduating seniors have to pay 
$50 to sit on the fl oor of  Cintas 
and wait for their one little mo-
ment when all eyes are on them 
(just kidding, everyone knows that 
those who have already walked 
or have yet to walk are on their 
phones tweeting). 
Does this sound as ridiculous 
to all of  you as it does to us? Here 
at the Newswire, we understand 
that the university is basically 
starving for cash and is willing to 
do just about anything to help the 
bottom line. 
We get that. We are just trying 
to understand how students need 
to pay $50 extra for one day.
 - But wait there’s more! -
 We pay $165,000 over four 
years, and somehow graduation 
costs more.
And where did this $50 come 
from? Did someone just make it 
up because the number 50 sounds 
cool or is there some larger mean-
ing that we are all missing. Either 
way, if  we pay $165,000 to attend 
this school and we need an extra 
$50 to graduate, it makes com-
plete sense to the Newswire that 
this school is in the middle of  a 
fi nancial crisis. 
I mean, graduation is cool and 
all, but seniors are about to drop 
some serious cash (another $100 
for senior week) just to have a 
little fun the week before they re-
ceive the diplomas that prove that 
they did not (allegedly) party too 
much along the way. 
But why not cut us a little slack 
and, for once, let us do something 
without charge.
“As long as it makes money, it will stay 
on the page. The only other thing to 
do in this particular case is to pray for 
Guerra and his family. No life is worth 
the promise of  a photograph.”
Alex Jabre, Staff  Writer
ALEX
JABRE
Staff  Writer
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Dearest Newswire What’s your major? How often do you hear that question? 
People ask this as if  who you are 
as a person can be reduced to 
what your specifi c area of  intel-
lectual inquiry is. “Oh, you’re a 
political science major 
– are you a Republican 
or Democrat?” Or, how 
about, “You’re a business 
major? You’ll do fi ne af-
ter graduation.” Yup, you 
got it pal, I study account-
ing, and my life can be 
summed up in numbers.
Of  course, we cannot 
simply be summed up in 
numbers or our majors 
for that matter. We are 
all complex people with 
complex interests in an 
increasingly complex 
world. The truth is this: 
we cannot simply contin-
ue this culture that values 
specialization. 
It hit me over 
Christmas break. Today, 
we just can’t help ourselves. It isn’t 
just our college majors, it evolves 
into our careers. To be fair, many 
people closely associate who they 
are with their career, and there is 
nothing wrong with that. Same 
with college majors. But we live in 
a world where we shouldn’t, and 
we can’t be reduced to a major 
area of  study 
or career. 
Dr. Liz 
C o l e m a n , 
president of  
Bennington 
College, has 
a popular 
video spon-
sored by 
TED that 
outlines the 
importance 
of  liberal 
arts educa-
tion and 
the increasing 
danger of  
s p e c ia l i za -
tion. Her talk 
warns that 
we live in an 
ever complex world, and while it 
is tempting to pursue one area and 
ignore other areas of  society, it is 
damaging for everyone. 
I don’t mean to disparage the 
Williams School of  Business, nor 
do I mean 
to laud the 
College of  Arts 
and Sciences. 
Unfortunately, 
in American 
culture today, 
we emphasize 
specialization. 
What you study is too closely 
associated with who you are. 
Unfortunately, this culture says 
you should only care about what 
immediately pertains to your spe-
cialization. Additionally concern-
ing, matters not pertaining to your 
specialization you are either not 
supposed to care or you aren’t to 
be consulted on those matters. 
This is dangerous and, ulti-
mately, it is negative for everyone. 
We need educated generalists, that 
is to say, people who can dialogue 
in multiple areas that combine 
multiple disciplines.  My business 
major friends always talked to me 
about the merits of  a Romney/
Ryan tax plan and how their 
plan for economic growth would 
help those unemployed get jobs. 
Then I would hear from my PPP 
friends how the Obama adminis-
tration has made strides in getting 
healthcare for those who desper-
ately need it. My classmates in my 
Spanish classes would complain 
to me how hostile some parts of  
the country are to Spanish speak-
ers. And meanwhile, people in 
my literature classes would talk 
endlessly about poetic justice and 
what a proper ending would be to 
the irony of  our lives. 
While sometimes it is tough to 
see, there is value in all disciplines. 
And they all are talking about the 
great issues of  our time. Broad 
topics like equity, the proper use 
of  force, governance, the envi-
“And really, it helps all of  us see issues 
from different vantage points.”
Mike Hills, Columnist
ronment, health and education 
are important for everyone – not 
just people in that major or career. 
That’s really what Xavier’s core is 
meant to 
do. That’s 
really the 
m i n d s e t 
we should 
have — 
that any-
one in any 
discipline 
can have a substantial conversa-
tion about important issues of  our 
time. And really, it helps all of  us 
see issues from different vantage 
points. I know I personally have 
very real shortcomings when I 
approach issues. These shortcom-
ings require me to consult those 
in other disciplines (in my case, 
oftentimes science and fi ne arts) 
to fully realize any of  the afore-
mentioned broad topics.
So the next time you fi nd your-
self  thinking about what hap-
pened at the fi scal cliff  negotia-
tions, maybe ask someone outside 
of  your major.
MIKE 
HILLS
Columnist
Don’t be special
ROBERT
LISIECKI
Head Copy Editor
“How, as a society, do we allow this 
to happen? Whare we ranking and 
immortalizing these people?”
Robert Lisicki, Head Copy Editor
I would like to put faith in the following belief: affect-ing one person can cause a 
domino effect, which eventually 
can lead to real change.  Hopefully, 
I can start this domino 
effect.
I would like to talk 
about the recent string 
of  mass shootings hap-
pening on U.S. soil. 
First, though, let me 
clarify that I do not 
wish to broach sub-
jects of  gun control or 
politics, and when I dis-
cuss these incidences, I 
refuse to mention any 
perpetrator’s name.
Instead of  attempting to pen-
etrate people’s impervious walls 
revolving certain issues, I’d like 
to shift the focus onto something 
maybe we can all agree on: the 
power of  the media.
Mass shootings, such as the 
most recent school shooting, are 
truly horrifi c and gut-wrenching. 
Both the media and society ponder 
how a human being could act so 
inhumanely.  The shooter’s photo 
is shown, name is known and his-
tory is read — all in the misguided 
hope that we will somehow breach 
the shooter’s innermost thoughts.
Unfortunately, by doing so, 
the media allows the shooter to 
go down in infamy.  People’s fi rst 
reaction suggest that demonizing 
these acts is a good thing, but I 
posit that it is the exact opposite.
To be clear, Merriam-Webster 
defi nes infamy as: evil reputa-
tion brought about by something 
grossly criminal, shocking or 
brutal.
Within infamy is reputation, 
or fame.  In turn, the focus shifts 
away from the victims and towards 
the perpetrator.  The individual 
becomes famous for the crime he 
or she commits.  Victims suddenly 
become quantifi ed; they are num-
bered to the point where the me-
dia rates the “worst shootings of  
all time.”  How, as a society, do we 
allow this to happen?  Why are we 
ranking and immortalizing these 
people?
In an attention-crazed world, 
we are setting the wrong standard. 
Sadly, some people will do what-
ever it takes, however egregious 
the act, to gain the attention they 
seek. Don’t believe me? Take the 
following story into account (this 
story came from my brother’s col-
lege, which will remain unnamed): 
Recently, a college student decid-
ed (s)he wanted to follow in the 
footsteps of  his/her “hero.”  The 
student’s hero is a gunman who 
killed numerous victims.
This student applauded the 
efforts but decided (s)he could 
one-up the former perpetrator by 
being more extreme.  Via social 
media, the student told followers 
the movie and movie time he/she 
would shoot up a theater.  This 
individual was promptly arrested. 
Why did this person decide to do 
this? (S)he wanted fame — the 
kind of  fame and popularity the 
media provides.
The story is sickening but it 
must be considered.  I hate watch-
ing the news at night because it 
seems to mostly highlight low-
lights.  I understand people want 
to know about current events or 
want to know the happenings 
near their residency; however, 
why can’t we talk about or report 
more positive news?
How come we rarely see 
the screen read “BREAKING 
NEWS: School 
takes trip to soup 
kitchen”?  It 
might be cynical 
to think people 
need motivation, 
but if  people are 
fi nding that media 
brings them the 
fame or attention 
they crave, why 
can’t we promote 
positive news?  It 
is as if  society has 
become one giant 
popularity contest 
and the media is 
the judge.
I understand 
news reporting 
and major media 
outlets are not 
likely to change, 
but with the power of  social media 
we have the opportunity to make 
the change we want to see.  Social 
media sites like Facebook and 
Twitter empower us to reach out 
to numerous people at the click of  
a button.  Instead of  promoting 
the negative, we can promote the 
positive.
We can make posts that remem-
ber and lament the victims with-
out giving murders or criminals 
glory — showing them that their 
treacherous deeds do not merit 
exposure.  There 
is a way to re-
port tragic events 
without quantify-
ing victims (and 
thus losing their 
essence) and en-
shrining perpe-
trators. We have 
the power to take 
away the power 
they seek from 
these crimes. 
Instead of  
focusing on the 
poisonous and 
sometimes at-
tention-seeking 
people, we could 
spread the word 
on altruistic acts 
and teach others 
that it is okay to 
do good deeds. Just a thought.
Fame game
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Green Day: ¡Tre! is 
a disappointment
Photo courtesy of cincinnati.com 
An EVEning with CCO and MadCap Puppets
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true theatre: live Greater 
cincinnati storytelling
Kyle Grim
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   Christmas break is the time of  
the year that we all take leisure 
from our vicious studying by go-
ing home to enjoy Christmas time, 
potentially enjoying that mug of  
hot chocolate. It is certainly a time 
for cheer, and among all the other 
things, a time to appreciate the 
holiday season of  the year. 
   Whether you celebrate with Will 
Ferrell impersonating an oversized 
elf  or even the traditional clayma-
tion movie about talking reindeer, 
everyone has their designated tra-
ditions. Some of  these traditions 
include the spectating of  local 
musical theater. 
 This past Christmas break, 
Xavier’s own campus choir, 
Edgecliff  Vocal Ensemble (EVE), 
was given the opportunity to per-
form with two of  Cincinnati’s 
most prominent entertainers. 
   The performance that took place 
on Dec. 21-23 in the Gallagher 
Center theater was the conjoined 
efforts of  the Cincinnati Chamber 
Orchestra (CCO), along with the 
MadCap Puppets and members 
of  Xavier’s EVE. 
     The opera performed was Gian 
Carlo Menotti’s Amahl and the Night 
Visitors, an opera about the three 
kings stopping by the household 
of  Amahl, a young crippled boy 
and his mother on the way to visit 
the new born baby Jesus during 
the events of  the Nativity story. 
The three kings were portrayed 
by puppets performed by the 
MadCaps, along with a few other 
minor characters. In the operetta, 
the choir of  shepherds was played 
by our peers from EVE. 
  According to EVE member 
Emily Kenkel, current senior ma-
joring in musical education/vocal 
performance, some of  the EVE 
members even took part in a cou-
ple scenes.  
  “It was really awesome to be 
able to perform with two amaz-
ing groups in Cincinnati,” 
Kenkel said. “The chamber 
orchestra is amazing, and 
the MadCap Puppets were 
stunning.”  
    While you may be imag-
ining three royal sock pup-
pets with plastic crowns, 
the puppets used by 
MadCap are far more than 
your typical feet cozies. 
These were life-size, full 
color masterpieces with an 
intricate design and eerily 
satisfying expressions on 
their faces. 
  The puppets were con-
trolled by their ventrilo-
quists through a backpack 
type device, the heads of  
the kings resting on the 
head of  the puppeteer. These 
puppets were very intriguing, add-
ing a lot to the already musically-
acclaimed show.  
    This show was a new and inter-
esting collaboration between these 
three skilled musical performance 
groups. Despite new material and 
surroundings, nothing but good 
things have been said about the 
performance, and I think we can 
   The final installment of  Green 
Day’s trilogy has arrived.  And the 
results are underwhelming to say 
the least.  After such a strong start 
to the trilogy, the band just feels 
like it didn’t have enough ideas to 
satisfy their ambition.  While the 
first two albums had distinctive 
moods and style, ¡Tre! feels like a 
bizarre mix.  
  Billie Joe Armstrong had de-
scribed the album as “epic,” but 
that really only applies to “Dirty 
Rotten Bastards,” the best song 
on the album.  As, the longest 
song of  the trilogy, it feels like it 
would have fit into American Idiot 
or 21st Century Breakdown, if  the 
lyrics were changed to reflect the 
politics of  the two albums.  
  The song is the album highlight, 
featuring different movements 
and catchy melodies (although the 
ending melody sounds strangely 
like The Beatles’ “Norwegian 
Wood”).    
  Another standout track includes 
“99 Revolutions.”  Although a 
little late to the party, the song 
is about the Occupy Wall Street 
movement, and contains some 
of  Armstrong’s best vocal work. 
There are some bizarre songs, 
such as “The Forgotten,” which 
is a piano ballad.  It just doesn’t 
seem to fit into the album. 
  The main issue with the album 
is something that was a problem 
on the earlier albums, but became 
more evident with each listening.  
   The production for the  third al-
bum is just not right.  Green Day 
claims to be making punk records. 
But that genre has an inherent 
dirtiness to it; a certain amount of  
distortion and mistakes that give 
the record an attitude.  The pro-
duction on this album and its pre-
decessors is too clean and precise, 
and really takes away from the po-
tential power of  the songs.
  ¡Tre! is a disappointing end to 
what started out as such a promis-
ing trilogy.  Green Day’s ambition 
was well appreciated in a music 
industry that seems to have none, 
but that was part of  what made 
everyone fall in love with Green 
Day.  They had no ambition or 
motive; they were slacker punks 
who just wanted to make catchy 
punk music anyone could enjoy. 
If  they can return to that attitude, 
perhaps their next album will be 
that true return to greatness. 
  We all have stories to share. 
Whether they are goofy fam-
ily vacations or epic outings with 
friends, we all enjoy sharing sto-
ries from our own lives with oth-
ers. What we don’t always appreci-
ate to the fullest are the lessons 
and directions we have acquired 
from our life experiences. 
   Jeff  Groh and Dave Levy are the 
founders of  True Theatre, the the-
atrical experience of  simple story-
telling. The True Theatre season 
consist of  three productions each 
focusing on a specific theme. 
  With only a microphone and a 
stool, five performers share their 
stories,  which makes for a great 
and unique night of  theater. The 
stories come from online submis-
sions, and anyone is permitted to 
submit a story.
   Last week marked True Theatre’s 
performance of  trueCincinnati. As 
the name suggests, the stories 
centered around Cincinnati, Ohio, 
featuring jokes about Skyline Chili, 
I-75 traffic and the Bengals. 
  The storytellers included some 
Cincinnati celebrities. Buddy 
LaRosa’s eldest son and current 
CEO of  LaRosa’s Pizza shared 
his experience of  watching his 
father build his small business 
and give back to the community. 
WKRC-TV Channel 12 person-
ality and Xavier University alum 
Bob Herzog shared how he be-
came the dancing newscaster he 
is today. Joseph Jones, Executive 
Director of  the Fire Museum 
of  Greater Cincinnati shared his 
heart-wrenching life journey away 
from Cincinnati and emotional 
return.
  The experience of  True Theatre 
is unique. Some of  the storytellers 
clearly memorized their stories, 
while others made up the content 
of  their story while adhering to a 
loose outline. 
  Both methods yielded amazing, 
insightful and engaging stories. It 
was such an intimate experience 
that it felt as though I was sitting 
one-on-one with the storyteller. 
  When a storyteller was finished, 
they would return to their seat in 
the audience, and those around 
him or her would congratulate 
them. With such a supportive 
and engaging atmosphere, True 
Theatre is quite the experience.
  I highly recommend going to 
their next production of  true-
Mischief  at 7:30 p.m. on April 8 
at the Know Theatre in Over-the-
Rhine. 
  They are currently looking for 
storytellers, so if  you have a mis-
chievous side you would like to 
share, submit your story online at 
www.truetheatre.com and join the 
fun. I know I will definitely be a 
regular customer.
expect more to come in the fol-
lowing years. 
  In an interview between Thom 
Mariner, newly hired director of  
the CCO, and John Lewandowski 
of  the MadCap Puppets, 
Lewandowski praised the idea by 
even suggesting that it become 
a tradition every year around 
Christmas in Cincinnati. 
   Our choir members from Xavier 
enjoyed the performance as well.  
  “Personally, it was a wonderful ex-
perience to work with profession-
al musicians, directors and con-
ductors,” senior Erica Krasienko 
said.  “Xavier presented us with 
this amazing opportunity and I 
was honored to be a part of  the 
production,” 
    All of  the innovation and excite-
ment around this performance is 
very exciting, and it provides a very 
unique experience for the mem-
bers of  the Musketeer’s very own 
campus choir. If  Lewandowski is 
granted his wishes, we may very 
well have another chance to see 
this spectacular work of  art next 
year. Keep your hopes up, and if  
you missed it in 2012, mark your 
calendars for December 2013.            
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Xavier’s Athenaeum 
is hosting a Coffee-
house Night from 
9-11 p.m. on Jan. 24 
in the GSC Atrium.  
There will be free 
coffee and tea.  
Come to listen, 
perform or both!  
Performances will in-
clude stand-up com-
edy, musical and 
vocal performance, 
poetry recitation and 
more.  
Come and share in 
the communal 
creativity!
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Les Miserables a worthy film
-Paid Advertisement- 
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 Anne Hathaway as Fantine in Les Miserables 
silver linings Playbook 
Ten years have passed since
the witch trials, but Abigail still 
searches for redemption in this 
suspense-filled world premiere.
Jan. 19 – Feb. 17, 2013
By Roberto Aguirre-Sacasa Sponsored by Tony Alper
Season presented by The Otto M. Budig Family Foundation
and Heidelberg Distributing Company.
for salvation.
What really happened to The Crucible’s
Abigail Williams?
Student rush tickets just $15.*
Call 513-421-3888 or visit 
www.cincyplay.com for tickets.
*One ticket per student ID.
the off-Broadway experience
   I was fortunate to spend a week 
of  my Christmas break in New 
York. I made sure to hit the ma-
jor spots: FAO Shwartz, Times 
Square, Rockefeller, etc. However, 
due to last minute budget con-
straints, I did not have the funds 
to get what I most wanted, tick-
ets to see a show on Broadway. 
Fortunately, I was treated to a 
more intimate theatrical experi-
ence that often gets overlooked. I 
am referring to the Off-Broadway 
scene.
  I saw Silence! The Musical, a hys-
terical, unofficial parody to the 
film Silence of  the Lambs. Silence! 
The Musical was a hilarious romp 
that poked fun at every one of  the 
major points of  its psychological-
thriller source material. The show 
opened Off-Broadway in June 
2005 and was deemed the 2011 
Outstanding Musical of  the New 
  The art of  film is touch-
ing. We go to the movie 
theater and watch amaz-
ing acting, marvel at jaw-
dropping visuals, but most 
of  all we go to experience 
a story. If  the story moves 
an audience and takes them 
along for the journey, it is 
more than successful; it 
is touching. Silver Linings 
Playbook did just that. With 
a great script, amazing 
performances and a lot of  heart, 
Silver Linings Playbook is the kind 
of  movie Hollywood needs to 
keep making. 
  Pat Solatano (Bradley Cooper) 
has lost virtually everything: his 
marriage, his house and his job. 
Recently getting out of  a state in-
stitution for his bipolar disorder, 
Pat is ready to get everything back 
through his learned approach of  
positive thinking and vision. He 
meets Tiffany (Jennifer Lawrence), 
another individual with a dam-
aged past, who he sees as a way 
of  contacting his ex-wife Nikki, 
despite the restraining order she 
has on him. Tiffany will help, only 
if  Pat helps her with a special fa-
vor that leads Pat on a path of  dis-
covery for his family, Tiffany and 
himself. 
  Matthew M. Quick’s adapted 
screenplay of  Silver Linings Playbook 
is real and touching. Pat’s explana-
tion of  his goal to Dr. Patel rings 
true for all of  us: “You have to do 
everything you can. You have to 
work your hardest. If  you work 
your hardest, you have a shot at a 
silver lining.” 
  Every character is relatable and 
lovable. While creating its founda-
tion around the sensitive subject 
of  their psychological disorders, 
the topic takes a 
backseat while 
the characters’ 
hard work and 
drive takes 
central focus. 
  Cooper and 
Lawrence have 
i m p e c c a b l e 
chemistry. The 
audience can 
feel Pat’s deter-
mination and 
passion every 
moment, be it 
when he’s simply jogging to get fit 
for Nikki, to when he’s frantically 
searching for his wedding video. 
Lawrence handles her character’s 
damaged widowhood like a sea-
soned actress. Both embody the 
struggles and hope of  their char-
acters and expertly reassert the fo-
cus from psychological struggles 
to “silver linings.” 
   Robert De Niro also does an ex-
cellent job playing Pat Solatano Sr. 
As the obsessive-compulsive fa-
ther, De Niro carries the character 
with heart. Wanting nothing but 
to be closer to his son (and bet on 
the Eagles game), De Niro’s Pat 
Sr. is a standout in the film. It was 
great to see him in such a visceral 
role where he can show off  his 
acting chops. 
  While many movies this year 
have a lot of  flash and style, Silver 
Linings Playbook focuses on and 
exemplifies perfect storytelling. 
Personally, it is the most touching, 
identifiable film I have seen in the 
2012-2013 season and one that I 
highly recommend everyone to 
see.
   Even if  you are not a musical 
theater fan, you probably heard 
a lot of  buzz about the new film 
Les Miserables. Directed by Tom 
Hooper, Les Mis recreates its mu-
sical adaptation with style and 
grace. With an all-star cast and 
risky directing choices, Les Mis 
brings the epic tale to the cinema 
with class. 
  Les Mis is the story of  Jean 
Valjean, an ex-con, who is con-
stantly on the run from Javert, a 
police inspector. Valjean, saved 
from re-imprisonment by a priest, 
devotes his life to God, establish-
ing a factory for the poor to work. 
He meets Fantine, one of  his fired 
factory workers who is forced into 
prostitution, and on her deathbed, 
swears to take care of  her child, 
Cosette. Constantly on the run, 
Les Mis is an emotional tale of  
love, freedom and perseverance. 
  As such a well-known musical, 
it is very easy for audiences to en-
ter the cinema with a critical eye 
towards the Les Mis performers. 
However, its cast embodies the-
music and emotion that it is im-
possible not to feel and appreciate 
their work. 
  Most notably, Anne Hathaway’s 
Fantine was flawless. Her perfor-
mance of  “I Dreamed a Dream” 
was beautiful, and she perfectly 
conveyed the downtrodden, life-
stricken fall of  her character. 
Hugh Jackman’s Jean Valjean was 
strong and committed, whose per-
formance of  “Who Am I” greatly 
expressed his transition from his 
life of  crime to his duty to God. 
Samantha Barks’ Eponine also 
shined; her performance of  “On 
My Own” was one of  the high-
lights of  the film. 
  There has been much attention 
and criticism of  Russell Crowe’s 
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York International Fringe Festival.
   When people think of  New York 
theater, they most likely think of  
grand productions with stellar 
lighting, eye-popping costumes 
and large, interchangeable sets. 
However, the production quality 
of  the Off-Broadway scene deliv-
ers a great theatrical experience, 
while looking out for your wallet. 
The sets and costumes of  Silence! 
The Musical were used masterfully 
to recreate and parody the original 
Silence of  the Lambs. The performers 
were top-notch as well. 
   If  you are planning a trip to New 
York and want to experience the 
theater scene while not breaking 
the bank, then definitely give the 
Off-Broadway scene a try. You will 
still get a worthwhile night of  New 
York theatre, and still have some 
money left in your pocket.
performance of  
Javert. The lack of  
his vocal training 
distracts from the 
rest of  his perfor-
mance. Despite 
his lack of  vocal 
training, Crowe’s 
stoicism as Javert 
brought justice to 
his performance. 
His lack of  training 
and the rawness of  
his voice added to 
the dichotomy be-
tween Valjean and 
Javert. It was amaz-
ing to see a per-
former like Crowe 
in a situation where 
he is forced to play 
outside of  his abili-
ties and giving it his all. 
   Each song in the film was a 
single shot live, meaning there is 
no pre-recorded soundtrack be-
ing played in the film. Hooper’s 
choice creates a more intimate re-
lationship between the perform-
ers and the audience and height-
ens its emotional level. However, 
the only fault in the film was the 
monotony of  this decision. Every 
song focused the singer off-center, 
immobilizing them and hindering 
any extensive physical action. 
  With an incredible cast and a 
strong emotional impact, Les Mis 
is a worthy film adaptation that 
brings the musical to life.
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